
127  
Facilitators trained

828  
Participants in small groups

19,326  
Spiritual formation hours delivered

5,034  
Event attendees 

38%  
Increase in new donors over 2019

282%  
Increase in year-end giving 

over 2019

34%  
Budget from grants,  
down 36% from 2019

$718,919 
Given by 190 individuals

$480,056 
Received in grants

$39,640 
Earned in fees for service  

and resource sales
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Resources for 
Polarized Times
In response to listening to pastors, we launched 
new discipleship tools to help them guide their 
communities through the most divided time our 
country has known since the Civil War. 

•   Political Talk Small-Group Curriculum:  
Like dozens of other churches, Calvary CRC  
relied on Political Talk to navigate tense  
political disagreements, as featured in the 
award-winning Wall Street Journal article,  
“Abortion, Guns and Trump: A Church Tries  
to Navigate America’s Divisions”. 

•   Practices to help families navigate  
COVID-related tensions faithfully. Visit  
colossianforum.org/COVIDresources.  

•   Online access to small-group resources and  
facilitator training. 

•   WayFinder leadership training for discipling 
through conflict.

•   Challenging Conversations Toolkit: For use  
by Christian Reformed Church in North 
America leaders to guide their congregations  
to faithfully navigate tensions on issues of 
human sexuality.

ColossianForum.org

Dear Friends,

I am filled with gratitude for your generous and  
faithful support this past year, which brought  
Gospel-centered resources to an unprecedented 
number of churches and represented the highest  
level of individual giving to date.

As our world shut down and in-person meetings  
were cancelled, your gifts could not have been  
timelier. And, our Political Talk Small Group  
Curriculum in February last year proved to be  
beneficial to churches during one of the most  
contentious political seasons in modern history. 

As our organization takes the next faithful step  
with the development of The WayFinder Ministry, 
which seeks to equip Christian leaders with tools  
to bring reconciliation to their communities, we  
treasure your continued prayers and advocacy.

As always, thank you for your commitment  
and witness to the truth of the Gospel— 
that in the midst of mistrust and our  
deepest divisions, our love of God and  
neighbor will continue to light our  
way forward.

Peace of Christ,

Rev. Michael Gulker 
President

A Note from 
Michael

https://colossianforum.org
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Your growing support reflects a positive step toward 
a more sustainable and diverse funding model for 
our mission. Thanks to your generosity, our year-end 
giving campaign raised an unprecedented $115,771, 
which included a $50,000 matching-gift challenge 
and reflected three times the amount raised in 2019. 
Total donations received in response to both the 
summer and year-end appeals for 2020 were  
$127,921, versus $33,078 in 2019, a 287% increase. 

Grants provided just 34% of our total funding in 
2020, down 36% from 2019. Our granting partners 
consider the contributions of individual donors in 
their funding decisions, so your gifts of support  
and faith in us have a broad impact.

Funding for programming and operations in  
2020 was primarily used to develop and launch 
the Political Talk small-group curriculum and our 
Online Facilitator Training, which provide direct 
support to churches offering virtual Colossian  
Way small groups, and to support the delivery  
of dynamic, timely content through virtual  
workshops, webinars, and our new online store. 

“I am now committed  
to learning and practicing  
The Colossian Way so that  

I may be able to engage more 
lovingly in conversations  

about controversial topics.”

Linda W. 

Colossian Way Participant, 
North Suburban 

Mennonite Church 

“The Colossian Forum materials 
provided a flexible map that 

allowed many students to share 
about their personal convictions, 

experiences, and concerns 
[about race, politics, and faith]... 

it was a gift to us to have  
the occasion and a flexible  

God-focused methodology.”

Christopher G. 

Arts Faculty / Arts Division Head, 
Lexington Christian Academy

“Both [progressive and  
conservative] participants held  

fast to their political convictions, 
and they found a way to be in  
community with one another.  

That conversation is not happening 
 in the world. It happened in our 
church, and that is a witness to 

Christ holding us together.”

Rev. Michael H. 

Minister of Outreach, 
LaGrave Avenue CRC

We reached out to 1,500 pastors around the  
country to hear their concerns about divisions  
in their Christian communities and to learn  
how we can best meet their needs in this  
uniquely polarized, cultural moment.*  

We discovered that: 

•    Facing a constant flow of polarizing issues in 
their churches, nearly 60% of pastors reported 
ongoing pressure as their top concern.

•    COVID-19 presented the greatest source of  
tension in churches and served as a catalyst to 
surface deeper, long-standing problems and 
divisive issues (such as politics).

•    Most churches are experiencing division in  
some form.

•    When seeking support, pastors turn most  
often to denominational offices and fellow  
pastors/church leaders.

*  For a detailed analysis of the results of our research,  
please visit colossianforum.org/listening.
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